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Today we will talk about:

« what we did & why
« why it's newsworthy
« what we learned

« what comes next

« what you can do
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What we did Cn)

A brief history of the Gambling Justice Project ...

Began 2016
— partnership of community legal sector and Gambler’s Help Southern

Early 2017
— Fact sheets for Lawyers and Magistry
— Deputy Chief Magistrate Popovic circulated material to all Magistrates

Mid 2017
— development and pilot of training for Lawyers

Late 2017
— training session for Magistry at Melbourne Magistrates Court



Fact sheets




Lawyer CPD session format C

Part 1 - Professional Skills

1. Gambling and harm

2. The importance of identifying gambling harm
3. Stigma and gambling harm

4. Asking about gambling

Part 2 - Substantive Law

1. Gambling harm and vulnerable groups

2. Gambling harm, family violence, criminal offending and infringements -
making submissions

3. Gambler’s Help services and how to refer



Why we did It C

« Gambling not recognised by the Criminal Justice system as a
legitimate public health or justice issue

— clients re-stigmatised
— Isolated from appropriate justice interventions

« The holy grail - encouraging “asking the question”
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e Hearts & Minds mission

Lessons learned from
AOD & Mental Health




Why it’s newsworthy C

« Health-Justice partnership aiming for:
— legislative and social change re gambling related harm
— Improved social justice outcomes for community
« Training and information to lawyers, legal professionals and Magistry
— impacts of gambling related harm on clients
— links to common legal issues e.g. crime, infringements, family violence

— stigma, importance of identification



What did we learn? @,

Suzan - Lawyer

R\ « Therapeutic legal practice requires
( _:4 identification of a range of mitigating factors
J « Sector learning about gambling is where
i, | | x other issues were 5 - 10 years ago
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What did we learn?
Suzan - Lawyer

* Need lawyers trained to ask about gambling early
* Need lawyers comfortable using this in plea material
* Need the Magistry on-side



Make friends
Suzan - Lawyer
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Refer clients to local Community Legal
Centre or Victoria Legal Aid office asap

Go online for Victoria Legal Aid
applications and information about
means testing

Engage directly with the lawyer

— consent form to share information



Make friends
C

Suzan - Lawyer

Working with a duty lawyer:

* Prepare clients to speak to a duty lawyer on hearing day

« Ensure they arrive at Court at 9am and ask for the duty lawyer
« Ensure they have all their supporting material

— letters, reports, character references



Make friends
Suzan- Lawyer
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Review the Court therapeutic options

— e.g. CISP, Koori Court or ARC for criminal
charges

Make referrals and ask questions
— coordinators or registrars of therapeutic lists
— after 11:30am but before 1pm
— after 2:30pm but before 4pm



What we learned - enablers COD
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What we learned - barriers
GHS Team




What comes next C

« Sustainable training product

« More in-person training

« Bar College training

» Pilot project to track lawyers “asking the question”

« University curriculum

* GH listed in the bench book

* GH accredited as “Problem gambling treatment provider” re Fines



What you can do

« Ask the question
« Justice sector workforce / other service providers:
— contact local GH about PD, secondary consultation, referral
— review assessment processes
— display GH materials
 GH agencies:
— join sector interest group
— talk to your ASEO about this training



After this session I’'m going to... CO:)
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