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The purpose of this policy is to:

· support a whole-of-school approach to raising awareness of the risks of gambling
· provide support to members of the school community experiencing harm, either from their own or someone else’s gambling.

Policy

[Insert school name] recognises that teachers, parents, carers and peers play important roles in shaping young people’s attitudes toward, and participation in, gambling. We are taking a whole-of-school approach to understanding the risks of gambling, and the ways advances in marketing and technology are making gambling increasingly visible and accessible to young people. 
To address this important issue, [insert school name] is committed to actively participating in the Victorian Responsible Gambling Foundation’s Be Ahead of the Game school education program. We have therefore adopted the following strategy: 

Supporting teachers


Provide professional development sessions for teachers and school staff. 


Encourage teachers to incorporate Be Ahead of the Game units of work in curriculum planning across Years 10 to 12 for a variety of subject areas.


Refer teachers concerned about students to the 24/7 Gambler’s Help Youthline support service (1800 262 376 or gamblershelp.com.au/youthline).

Supporting students


Provide student workshops.


Refer students experiencing harm due to their own or someone’s else’s gambling to the 24/7 Gambler’s Help Youthline support service (1800 262 376 or gamblershelp.com.au/youthline).


Display a Youthline support service poster in the school counsellor’s office.

Supporting parents and carers

Provide parent and carer information sessions.


Provide useful information through resources such as factsheets and school newsletter articles.


Refer parents or carers who are concerned a young person may be experiencing harm due to their own or someone else’s gambling to the 24/7 Gambler’s Help Youthline support service (1800 262 376 or gamblershelp.com.au/youthline).

For more information, teaching resources and factsheets, or to book a Be Ahead of the Game workshop for your school, visit beaheadofthegame.vic.gov.au.
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